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SPEAK UP

Hare's how these employees of Rush
Foundation Hospital answered
the guestion, "If you could talk

ta a military person serving overseas,

what would you say?"

*l appreciote what they are doing and

the sacrifices they have made. | hope for Al

asoon and safe return for all solbdiers i

aver there.” X
Jimn Rush, direcior of 1 ;

respiratory therapy

*1 appreciate what you are doing for
my farnily and me and for this country.
Be safe and hurry home!”

Rhonda Scarbrough

“There are no words te show my
appreciatien and gratitude for them
putting their life on the line each and
every day.”

Susie Stegall

Waricdian,

Tray Acteorn @5 a sewlor af
Meridiar High School. His
pareris are Framk aud Fickle
Achorn, and be haz g halthrother,
Sk,

Frank Achorr L g destisf srd
a comrmander in the LS. Naey
He is stabicred at the dental
elirte at Naval Air Shation
.IHI’FJ‘I':[P.J:I'E.

“Tve enfoved viy experience o
a Naey sor, " Tray sefd, His story
1% aboart fE i Bee selitary, tie
corstant mroeing ot gire dinly
afaficus to airother, e mecessdiy fo
mmecl mew people and adapd fo
rene sifaations — bl fromme the
perspective of a teenager

By Tray Achom
apecial o The Star

My life has been an interesting
ane, and many of oy interesting
experiences come from being a
“Mavy san” My dad is Dr. Frank
Achorn Je, a U5 Mavy com-
manber stationed at Naval Air Sin-
tion Meridian.

Living the Mavy life is a com-
pletely different lifestyle — one
that only we who are actually
living it can understand.

My «dail has been in the Navy
for more than 20 years, so I've
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SEEING THE WORLD

Tray Acharn, standing, savs baing the son of a LS, Naval officer has allowad him fo experienca things many peopla nevar have an
opportunity to do — incheding moving arcund a kot Tray's father, Cmdr, Frank Achom, seatad, is a dantist stationad at Mawal Air Station

Life as a Navy son

never known a different way of
life ... bast the life | live as a Nasy
son b5 one that [ woukd never give
U

| e experienced thimes a kot
af people Wil never have the
apportunity to die. For exgarmple, |
hawee Bived an a Nasy baze.

Life on a base

| Bwved in base |'|-.||.|'~.-rir'|H fram
third grade until sixth grade.
This was quite an experience.
Living om a Mavy baze makes one
el 0 much more secure, espe
cially with all the military police
arouni ...

One interesting thing about
base housing is that all the
hivussess are dentical. This is conl
because one  must  ldentily
people's houses by thelr decors
tians ar lecation, rather than el
physical appearance ...

Amather great thing is the big
store baze, known te families ag
the FX or the Exchange. Thizisa
great store because it has all the
brasic needs anid a little more. The
biest thing aboat the Exchange is
that it is tax-free .. Thisisa great
reward for bedng a part of a mili-
tary family.

There are many great things to
experience o a military base, but
the Beat tling te me is the sense
of pride and honor | get while
being there. When | am on a mili-
tary base, it just makes me think
af all the great things our country
andl our trecps have done in the
past and present. Seeing my dad
dressed Tn uniform makes me
wery proud. | am hoacred to be
the son of & father wha is in the
Mawy.

Lots of duty stations

Another  experience  that
comes with being a miltary
farnily i, of course, the maving. [
have movesd theee tmes inomy R
clue to the Navy re-stationing my
father.

| was born in a very uninue
p|:||."v|'. f;l:l.:n'l'l. s oy flac] wems
statieied overseas, [ was not old
el o get the ull experience
af living overseas, but mw brother,
wha was 13, and got the full
cffect.

While Cusam is 8 1LS territory,
it haas a different atmosphere. My
brother and Eather have told me
great atories about aculsa diving in
the erystal clear water and

surfing. | was 2 manths olid when
ity family mosed back toe the
1lmited States.

Wi mowed to a city named
Summerville eght outside of
Charleston, 5.0, This is where |
was raijged. [t was a great place
anel 1 et meany friends, | stayed
here unti] thivd grade before the
time to move came again.

My family did not have te
meve wery far, but G was far
enponegl that It was Bhoe atarting a
fresh life. We moved about an
hour and a hall away, 1o a place
called Beaufort, S.C. This s oane
of the famows Parls lsland mili-
tary base, The military base that
oy family lved on was named
Laurel Bay.

I had to meet new frlends.
However, being young, | made
fricads quickl and had four great
vaars in Beaudore,

My final move

However, the dreadiul news
came again. My family woeuall
onee again be moving. | was just
about o enter high schoal, and |
wauld have to start all over.

This timee my family was ol
roving within the same state; we
were moving to Meridian, Miss
When [ areived |'|-|'|"-.'r life was
vy different from that in South
Caroling.

Peaple were different, and |
was oice again foreed o make
new friends. This did not prosse te
bie that much of & problem. We
i nat live an a military base, we
livee in public housng.

I hawve enjoyed living in Mis
sissipgd. Being a senier in high
achoal, T will not be foreed 1o
feve agealn duie to the military. |
feel lucky consadering most mili-
tary families move more often
tham [ have diome.

Moving is definitely not a fun
part of being fn the military, bt it
i part of It nonetheless. It can
aoimetimes be a new adventuree,
bt it's wsually sad for a goad
periad of time.

Life as a Mawy son has been
gieat .. There are many events
anrl memiertes that come with this
that | will not soon forget. [ look
For ward maowing on to college, bui
1 will :'|.|'|-l.':|'_|.'.~i permember these
“Mawy son” rays.



